
Our team

Covenant Financial Group 
provides customized, thoughtful 
financial guidance to people in all 
life stages. Utilizing our industry 
expertise and dedication to 
helping others live generously, 
we work with you to develop and 
execute personalized financial 
strategies in line with your needs, 
wants and values. And because 
we view money as a tool, not a 
goal, we’re uniquely positioned 
to help you build a life rich in 
meaning and gratitude.  

At Covenant Financial Group, 
we pride ourselves on being 
dependable, transparent financial 
professionals, and we look forward 
to partnering with you on your 
journey. Give us a call today to 
get started.  

thrivent.com/covenant

608-768-8825

346 2nd St. 
Reedsburg, WI 53959

Mon. and Thurs.: 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Tues. and Wed.: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.–Noon

Greetings from Covenant Financial Group
Welcome to our first newsletter! We want to share some of our news with you 
(outside of the other Thrivent mail you get). 

We hope to pass along all that’s new and important, as well as what’s fun and 
personal to us as your financial advisors.

Covenant Financial Group has grown significantly in the past couple of years, 
adding clients and staff as we expand in local markets to help more people 
achieve financial clarity and confidence. Whether you’re just starting out, 
nearing retirement or already retired, our experienced team is here to help 
you manage your lifestyle, investment, protection and philanthropic needs.  
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Welcome Financial Advisor Michael Lopp 
Mike joined the team in 2025 and finds great joy in assisting families, helping 
them get from where they are to where they desire to be. After a long ministry 
career in the Reedsburg area, he is now turning his attention to helping others 

with the financial services that will serve them, their families 
and the kingdom of God.

Mike and his wife, Angela, have four grown children and six 
grandchildren and counting. He loves serving in his church, 
playing basketball and motorcycling.  

Q&A
Book or podcast recommendation? Podcast—“The Briefing” 

by Al Mohler and “Gospel in Life” by Timothy Keller

Favorite outdoor activity? Motorcycling

What is one random fact about you? I still play full court basketball at 59 
years old.

Favorite restaurant? Cancun in Reedsburg

What do you like to do in your spare time? Play with my grandkids.

https://bit.ly/4sbSzHh


Upcoming events
Thriving in your Golden Year |  March 10th, 5:30pm 
Join us for a workshop watch party featuring Financial Advisor 
Eric Bilger. Whether you’re preparing to retire or already enjoying 
retirement, this event will offer valuable insights to help you 
protect your income, plan with confidence, and make the most of 
your retirement years. More details to come.

Family-friendly movie night | Details coming soon! 
Covenant Financial Group is excited to host a family-friendly 
movie night at AMC Classic Desert Star 15. We’ll be enjoying a 
private screening of I Can Only Imagine 2. Each guest will receive 
a free movie ticket, complimentary popcorn, and a free soda. 
Sign-up details coming soon!
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Meet the team
Welcome Financial Advisor
David Kraus
Dave Kraus is originally from Madison and earned his 
bachelor’s degree from UW–Madison in 2004. His career 
began in supply chain and logistics in 2006, where 
he worked for Fortune 100 companies including Kraft, 

Mondelēz and Target. Over the next decade, Dave and his wife, Brooke, 
relocated five times, raising two children along the way. In 2021, the family 
settled in Cottage Grove, Wisconsin, as Dave joined a privately funded 
startup, building a cloud-native transportation SaaS product.

In 2025, Dave began his journey with Thrivent, driven by a passion for 
helping others live with clarity, confidence and generosity. Drawing on his 
corporate experience and personal values, Dave specializes in helping 
guide young families and pre-retirees through their financial journey. 
Providing protection solutions, gaining understanding on retirement 
strategies, navigating corporate plans and incorporating tax-efficient 
approaches are all parts of his holistic strategies. For Dave, fulfillment 
means empowering people to make the most of what they’ve been 
given, so they can live lives of service and faith and strengthen their 
communities.

Outside of work, Dave and his family attend Heartland Church of Sun 
Prairie. He is active in youth sports, coaching and cheering on baseball, 
softball, volleyball, football and basketball. He also serves as president 
of the local little league board of directors. In his free time, Dave enjoys 
traveling with Brooke, weight training, hiking, cooking and grilling.

Q&A
Book or podcast recommendation? “All-In” Podcast
Favorite outdoor activity? Hiking
What is one random fact about you? I played semi-professional football.
Favorite restaurant? Any small, local Mexican taqueria.
What do you like to do in your spare time? I love to cook/barbeque for 
family and friends!

Joel Groskreutz, 
RICP®, CLTC®, CEPA® 

Financial Advisor

Michael Lopp 
Financial Advisor

David Kraus 
Financial Advisor 

Huey Griep 
Financial Advisor

Carrie Stando 
Operations Manager

Sarah Oberman
Sr. Licensed Client 
Service Administrator

Brooke Kraus 
Marketing Coordinator

Lauren Kirkham
Customer Service 
Coordinator

Tricia Sullivan
Customer Service 
Coordinator
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As we continue to grow our Thrivent 
practice, we can’t stress enough how 
grateful we are for the opportunity to 
serve you. We hope our assistance 
continues to enrich your life.

We provide a variety of financial 
services to help people live out 
their values and strengthen their 
communities, and we are looking for 
ways to extend those offerings to 
others. A referral from you is the best 
compliment we can receive, and we 
would be honored to work with the 

people you care about. Would you 
be willing to introduce us to others 
looking for financial guidance?

As you consider your network, it 
might help to think about family, 
friends or acquaintances going 
through a life change, such as: 

	∙ Starting a new job
	∙ Purchasing a home
	∙ Losing a loved one
	∙ Getting married
	∙ Getting divorced
	∙ Retiring

When you think of individuals we may 
be able to assist, we’d be grateful for 
your introduction. Please share our 
contact information so they can call 
or email us to learn more.

Thank you in advance for helping 
us connect with people who may 
benefit from purpose-based financial 
advice. Please feel free to reach out 
to us with any questions.

We’re here to help others thrive

Sausage tortellini soup
This creamy soup is a 30-minute meal that’s easy to make with sausage, kale, simple seasonings, broth and cream!

Ingredients

RECIPE CORNER

1 pound ground Italian 
sausage, hot or mild

1 small yellow onion, diced

3 cloves garlic, minced

3 tablespoons flour

1 teaspoon dried basil

½ teaspoon oregano

1 pinch cayenne, optional

1 teaspoon hot sauce

½ teaspoon mustard powder

¼ teaspoon pepper

1 pinch red pepper flakes

1 cup heavy cream

5 cups chicken broth

2 cups kale, chopped

2 cups tortellini, just under  
10 oz. (refrigerated or frozen)

Salt to taste

Instructions
Note: The mustard powder and hot sauce are so subtle in this soup but help enhance the other flavors, so 
although you may be hesitant to add them, I highly recommend it!

1. �Remove the casings from the sausage if you purchased links. Cook and crumble the sausage and diced onions 
over medium-high heat until the onions are softened and the sausage is cooked through, 8-10 minutes. Drain 
grease. Add the garlic and cook for 1 minute.

2. �Add the flour and cook for 1-2 minutes to remove the raw flour taste.

3. �Add basil, oregano, cayenne, hot sauce, mustard powder, pepper and red pepper flakes. Stir to combine.

4. �Add the chicken broth and use a silicone spatula to “clean” the bottom of the pot. Slowly stir in the heavy 
cream. Bring to a boil, reduce to a simmer.

5. �Add the kale and tortellini and simmer for 3-5 minutes. (If your tortellini needs longer cooking time, add the 
tortellini first, then the kale during the last 5 minutes.)

6. �Taste the soup and add salt if desired. Start with ¼ tsp. and add more after that if needed.

7. �Transfer to serving bowls and serve—this is great with garlic cheese bread!
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Stay connected
Website: thrivent.com/covenant 
Email: covenantfinancialgroup@thrivent.com 
Facebook:  facebook.com/covenantgroup.thrivent

Thrivent provides advice and guidance through its Financial Planning Framework that generally includes a review and analysis of a client’s financial 
situation. A client may choose to further their planning engagement with Thrivent through its Dedicated Planning Services (an investment advisory 
service) that results in written recommendations for a fee. 
Insurance products, securities and investment advisory services are provided by appropriately appointed and licensed financial advisors and 
professionals. Only individuals who are financial advisors are credentialed to provide investment advisory services. Visit Thrivent.com or FINRA’s 
BrokerCheck for more information about our financial advisors.

© 2025 Thrivent | All rights reserved.

Important dates
January 1–2 
New Year’s 
(office closed) 

January 19 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

February 2 
Groundhog Day

February 14 
Valentine’s Day

February 16 
Presidents’ Day 

February 19 
Sarah’s work anniversary— 
seven years! 

February 25  
Tricia’s birthday

February 28 
Huey’s birthday

March 17 
St. Patrick’s Day

March 31 
Carrie’s birthday

Our team members and 
their families recently got 
crafty and festive. We 
decided to check out 
the Van Ert Christmas 
Tree Farm’s DIY Porch Pot 
Workshop. This project 
was SO much fun. We’d 
highly recommend this to 
anyone looking for a great 
group project or as a 
team bonding experience. 
Check out some of the 
results; we think they 
turned out great!

We work hard and 
play hard

Final thoughts, from Joel
As we close out 2025 and welcome 2026, I want to 
thank you, our amazing clients. Thank you for trusting 
us and for allowing us to be a partner in your financial 
journey. All of us at Covenant Financial Group look 
forward to another year of growth and service to you 
and our community. 

https://bit.ly/4sbSzHh
mailto:covenantfinancialgroup%40thrivent.com?subject=
https://bit.ly/4sejO3Q



